On the genetic affiliation of Vietnamese
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Long ago Maspero stated (1912:118) that Vietnamese belonged to the Tai
family. Logan (1856) and many others since him have classsed Vietnamese within
Mon-Khmer or Austroasiatic. Wang Li (1958) observed that Vietnamese is closer to
Tai and Mon-Khmer than it is to Chinese. The question is still open.

It is the purpose of this paper to compare some 159 basic vocabulary items
from Vietnamese with the clearly Tai languages Thai and Zhuang, and the clearly
Austroasiatic languages Wa, Blang, and Palaung, attempting to shed further light on
the question of the genetic relationship of Vietnamese.

'Words| Language | Vietnamese| 1hai | Zhuang| Wa l—ﬁlang Palaung

1 ]I E ku2, toul |law? |7w?35 |2au
phoml,
tshanl |

2 |you mailll, [muwn?, |mup? |mai? |mi?33 |mai

mi>d khun2 | |
3 |he, she, it | no3d man2, |tel noh |2yn3 |24n
| khau

4 | what ill 72?7 rai2| ma2 pati? |ka?3! mA sei]

5 |who aidd

6 | how many myi»

how much
7 | with ['myi®
| vall

8 | because vi

9 Jon taill

10 | inside 1o
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The genetic affiliation of Vietnamese

'Words| Language | Vietnamese| 1Thai | Zhuang| Wa | Blang | Palaung
11 |left taidd tham? |pai® |gua? |ka?3! |[laga?
sati4 suri4 vel3d
12 |right dam>> tam?2 |pai® [dom [ka?3! [?a?ah
khwal |kva2 tom33
13 |far vienl35  [klai2 |[kjai! |[sipai [ka3l [tog
14 | near nll klai3  [kjaw3 |de? [nte?33 |ntit
15 |tosit nom214 nan3©® |nan® |gom |mok3> |koi
0oi> . _ _
16 |to go, tyu214 thiau? |pjai3 |[to ol3 hau
to flee
17 [tofly bdidd bin2 binl |pu pyh33 | ban
18 | throw away | vyt5 tin# kven! [tik, |ka?3! |[ven
khwam3 vut | yatd3
19 | stand dum3S jumn?  fdwnl |teun3l |teon3l | teon
20 | push dyi2l4 dan? kai# |dhwn
21 |swim loill 1bi2 7a:p’ loi3l | 1oi3l Ioi
naim4 |ram?
22 |tocatch na43s kam2, |taw? |twi mu:t35 |[dah
tsap’, |kap3
au?,
kum?
23 | flow we®  |lail |l |la |l |l
24 |slap dypll top’ dap’ |piat,
tup
25 |wash tyi2l4 sak8, sak8 si ka?31 bai
lam? daw? | (235
26 |toscratch |14uSS tset8 ut’ Tot 0135 khut
27 |totear se33 tshitk9 |sik? |riah | tchek33 |zai?
28 |todig vetdd luag? |vait? fvat [puk33 |ypoh
29 |year nym?> pi2 pi4 num |nym3 |sinam
30 |day naill wan? |gon? |pai? |sa?3l si nai
111733
31 |one motll nur® |deul, |ti? ti231 Tu
it’, hel _
32 |two hai33 soml sogl |ra 1al35 7a
33 | three badd saml |saml |loi loi3> Toi
34 | four bon3d sid seid pon |pun35 |phuan
35 |five nulds ha3 ~ |ha3 | phuan | phon3> | phan
36 |six sfu3d hok yok’ [|liah |1e)33 ndo
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Words| Language [ Vietnamese| Thai |Zhuang| Wa | Blang | Palaung
37 |[seven bii214 tset’ cat! |laliah|la bvu
ka?31
le]33
38 [eight tam3> p(-::téi pet7( dai? [yog31 [da
ti?33
39 |nine cury214 kau3 koud |dim |[ka?3! |dim
tim33
40 |ten muri’? | sip’ ¢ip8 |kau [kul3 |ga
41 |twenty haid5 nid sip’ {geid |ti?na |sau3! |[laga
muuyidd ¢ip® _
42 |little, few  |it3d nozi noi4 ?i_e;k, lein3! | preik
u
43 | many ryieull mazk10 | la:l hun |hyn35 |kuwn
44 | big lyn35 jai2> | hupl | tip hon35 | tan
45 |long zaill jaw2  |yai2 |lag ton
46 | short n¥n3d san3 tin3 dot, neig3 | ta?
naim
47 |tiny, small [po214 o4, |noil |liak, |?%iat35 |te?
lek8 siah tet
48 | narrow hepl! kherpl0 | hepd |si ka?3l |ka
49 |fire lury214 fai4 fei2 nu no3l 1o
50 |sky tsvill fat bunl |[rau |ka?31 |blein
ma | ay33
51 |mountain | nui3> do:i2  |doil |gon  |npkon3l |kén
52 |stone zad> hin! yinl |si ka3l |mau
mau? | mu?33
53 |sun mitll duag? | tap! sinail | ka?31 | sinpai
tgvill ta2 non2 myin3>
van2
54 [star saud> darul |daml |sim |ka?31 |simadip
deis |0 | myin3S
55 |river §og55 meg(—@ tab klong khag3 1 |?7¥m
nam? khi?35
56 |month thal)é3 dwan2 yomf | khi? ka3l ma
durrm! te233 gian
57 |earth dai214 din2 yei® |tel ka?31  |ka dai
t£?35
58 | salt muyi3>  |klwa? |kjul |kih ]ki33  |sail
59 | water nuvk> |nam? |[yam? |om [?um35 [Zym
60 | rain ‘muydd fonl fun! |lhe? ]]e?35 glai
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'Words| Language | Vietnamese| 1Thai | Zhuang]| Wa | Blang | Palaung
61 | wind 2035 lom2 l“m2 bhawm| kwth35 | khun
62 |seed hatll hanZ |¢e6 si me | tfy31 si ma
63 |rice yaud> khaw3 | nau? ljhog ta3> | dau

gau
64 | fibrous root | yyuSS nuat?® | yak [riah [ye33 |rah
65 | melon bi3> fak8 kval |bi ka?3! |gluan
tem2, kel35
buap8 .
66 |tree kyid? ton3 fai4 khau? | khu?3 hei
mai4
67 | peach daull lukl0 | mak’? |te mak35 |blei si
tho4 tamu?2 ta3l pym
68 | grass ko214 ja3 now’ rip yep33 | pat
69 | flower box]55 dok9 val tai, ph\'.l§5 bauh
pruih
70 |leaf 1a35 bai2 bawl [lha? []a235 |la
71 | snake rin3> gu2  |gw2 |siluip |ka3l | hdip
72 | insect syud> mlem? |[noml |viak, [vak33 |va?
neg? | koD
73 | (a)fly roizl4 me2 men? |mi yan3l | ma i
lon? nyan! hoi3!
wan?2 B
74 | caule boll wuaz |ow? moi [ka?3l] |mik
moisl
75_|fish ka3d pla2__ |pjal _|kal |kal® |ga
76 | wing ka3 |pik?  [fum® [pruik [pvik35 |phran
77 | moth motll moxl0 [moit | mot mpywin?3! | mot
78 dog tc030 |mal mal [so? [so230 [sau?
79 | bird teimS5 phul yok8 |sim |sim35 |ma sim
S
Jn |
80 |gird nanll khonZ2 |lwk8 |nan, |kon35 |gonna
sail bun khyih35 bia

h | | krih - B
81 |human uryill khon2 |wvun2 |pui il h du vi

I 82 |child kon33 luk10 1 lwkgl kon ' kon§31 gon
83 |mouth mien!l pak® |pak’? |moin |nduip3! |moi?

sop/ +
84 | heart tym>> tsail sim! _Jrhom [mul’3 |nauh
85 |hand, arm | i3S leux2 1 Eaﬂ 13> 1 dai
86 |ear um!l bin3 hul| yw hauk [ huk35 | eau?
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Words| Language | Vietnamese| Thai |Zhuang| Wa | Blang | Palaung
87 |hom swng!l khaul |kaul |run {yvg35 |[nwm
88 | bone ey duk? |dok’ |[si?an |ka?3l |kalap
89 | intestines ruotll said said krawmg | veik33 | nop

) i} vaik ___|vaik
90 | tooth Tind fan2  |heu3, [rhag [yan35 [rag
fan2
91 |[nose mu;!35 tsa2 dan! |muih | muwi33 [ka
muk? myuh
92 | face mitll na3 na3 nai |na?3! |na
bauh
93 Jeye mit33 ta2 tal nai qai35 nai
94 |tongue luryil3s lin4 lin4 dak |ka3l si da?
tak35
95 |liver yand> tap’ tap’ tom ka?31 ka
96 |tail duyi’d ham! yiml si da? | ka?31 si da
ta?35
97 |leg duill khal kal ba ka?31  |plau
varps
98 |abdomen |bup!! thop* |tug? |vaik [ka?3l |vidik
t\’135
99 | chest nuk>3 na3 ak? | ak’ nauk [ka?31 |nauh
?u1)35
100 | feather londd khon! [punl! [hawk |hwk35 |hvk
101 | hair 1ok33 phom! |pjom! |hawk |hwk35 |hvk
102 | blood tiet3d lwatl0 flwn® | rvham |pam35 | pam
103 | foot teyndd tin2, tinl teaun |tfup3l | teein
tham®
104 | drink uog33 kinl, dot’ [naw? |nw?33 |rwp
durzm?
105 |alive, fresh | sog3> mi2 khi2| kwinl |2im  [2im35 |2im
wit8 jud | surd
106 | afraid syll klua2 |lam! [lhat |[]lat3> ZAU
107 | know biet3d ru?, yo?# tog | t¥235, |nap
108 |sleep nu2l4 non?2 nin2 hit 2it33 it
lap?,
' nomn? i _
109 |to smell nuri2l4 dom2 |nous |phwt |xwt3> |Zvuh

MKS 27:145-154 (c)1997 See archives.sealang.net/mks/copyright.htm for terms of use.




150

The genetic affiliation of Vietnamese

Words| Language | Vietnamese| Thai |Zhuang| Wa | Blang | Palaung
110 | want muon33 khit® |[nei4, |sag, [ka?3l1 [si
aul  |mhaig | ky33 | maip
111 | watch, see |semdd du? yan! dzhak, nok33 yaY
jaw3 gaik FA
112 | listen pedd fan? tid phiat | fiat3 | sitog
113 |eat 4n35 kinl kunl |[2ih, |[t©ok33 |hom
som
114 |todie teet3d tasi’ tasil zum |3ym31 |z&3m
115 [cry, weep | xok33 oyt [tai3 |ziam [3zam33 |zam
hai3
116 | speak noi3d3 vad, kam3, [lauw, [1a?3> klan
klarS, |nau2 |krai
phu:t10
117 |laugh tieu3d hual yiu!  [piah |[ka?3! |ka
78 r\,at35 neah
118 | white tsan> kharu! |[ham! |pain |paigdl |lui
pitkl
119 |red do?14 dem? | dinl rauh | sa?3 rein
hog?2 khxak33
120 | curved ko33 khom* |kau? [kok [vuk35 [gau?
121 | good tot3d di2 dei! |mhom |nom35 |mam
122 | smell hoid3 men! |hau! |siloi |ka?3! |Zvuh
7ui33
123 | new myi3d maid |mawd |khrau?|tfhu?35 |ka mai
124 | bad hwd3 tshua3(©) ywi4, [law? [lu?33 |[La
va:io,
jak? )
125 | decomposed | wynd5 nau® fok8 silum | ka3l 7am,
7¥ym35 |ram
126 | hot nop33 rom? cik? rau | hon3S | mai
127 |old, wom |kul3s kau? kau>  |prim {lin3 brim
128 | wet uryt33 piak? |tum?2, |tcaw? [liau35 |nanip
ba>
129 | cold ret35 jen?, nit/, kuat | kat35 gat
na:u genyt
130 |{dry rau?> hem3 |yamw3 |kroh |[ka?3! |ka
20h35 |hauh
131 | cooked tgin33 suk’ ¢uk8 |[sin sin35 sin
132 | black den?d3 daml dam! |lup log3! \70)4]
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Words | Language | Vietnamese | Thai | Zhuang| Wa Blang | Palaung
133 |mother |mell meH, meé | me? ma?33 |ma
man?
da2
134 | wife vyll mia2 jab moir) ka3l 7i ban
muin31
135 | younger |em55 num? nun? | pau?pu? | 2op35 va
sibling
136 |elder arnydd phi4 pei4 pau? ty?35 h kat
sibling ke
137 | husband | tgonll phual kvam | me? ka?31 |2 mai
me?31
138 | father tgadd pho® po® kwin | kwin35 |guin
139 |rope thug! tshwak!0 [¢ak® |[mau? |mu?35 |vin
140 | shoot b#n3> jin? nin2 | puin prig35 | biig
141 |sew nyip3> jep® nip8 [teain | fin3> | teein
142 |weave |dand5 saml pw2, |taip tain3> | dain
sa:nl
143 |no xo137 mai3® |bou3 |?2an 2un31 lau
144 | swelling | swn5S buam? |fok8 |[uah kv?31  |2auh
145 |kill te214 kha3®6) |ka3 pawh |toh33 nauh
146 | name ten> tshui3® | ¢o® kau? | tf¥3! ga
tuoi2l4
147 | bumn dot3> phaul ¢om6 | ton, ton3d | dau?
. qluin
148 | house rpall bam3 vamn? |nie? na233 | kap
149 |still have |konll jan?mi2 |1i3mi2 |kon zan3l | nsi
kot kui33
150 | borrow, | viidd jurm?2 ¢id vai vai3l vai
lend
151 | bright ranll sal’ la;d |riag tfen3> |blag
waid
152 |drag rwt33, lak10 vak8 |rut,si |zat33
ryt35 nhut
153 |insert sap39 pak’ pak’ |sup nsyt3> | siap
154 |axe buo3> khwann! |foud |moi mui¥® | mvi
155 | chaff kam3> ram?2 tagJi gam kam3> |kham
156 | crawl boll khumn3 |yai® |mo muh33 | myan
157 | have ko35 mi2 mi2 koi kui33 mavh
158 |cheap re2l4 7302 pin2 | zie 1au?3l | khrei
1ei2
159 | wall turyp!1 kam! ¢im?2 | dig ntal3l |rep
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The number and percentage of apparently related words is given below:

Number Percentage
Vietnamese - Thai 10 6.7%
Vietnamese - Zhuang 16 10%
Vietnamese - Wa 65 40%
Vietnamese - Blang 42 25.5%
Vietnamese - Palaung 34 21%

Though speakers of modern Wa, Blang, and Palaung live hundreds of
kilometers from the Vietnamese and have little or no direct communication with
them, yet their percentage of apparently related words is far higher than the
percentages shown by Thai and Zhuang, geographic neighbors of the Vietnamese.

And furthermore, there are some regular correspondences between
Vietnamese and Wa.

(1) The final aspiration -h and final glottal -7 in Wa are wholly missing in
their Vietnamese cognates. Of the 159 words compared, 33 have final glottal 7 in

Wa, of which 12 appear in Vietnamese with ngang tone, 10 with sdc tone, 7 with
huyén tone, 3 with hdi tone, 1 with niang tone, and none with nga tone.

Of the 159 words, 16 have final aspiration -h in Wa, of which 5 appear in
Vietnamese with ngang tone, 5 with sic tone, 4 with hdi tone, 1 with ndng tone, 1
with ngd tone, and none with huyén tone.

Viemamese Wa
‘he’ nd nQh
‘fibrous root’ rau riah
‘nose’ mii muuih
‘hand’ tay tai?
‘leaf’ a lha?
‘you’ may mai?
‘earth’ dai te?
‘mother’ me me?

(2) The aspirated nasal, lateral and trill in Wa are matched by similar
unaspirated sounds in Vietnamese.

Vietnamese Wa
‘want’ mudn mhain
‘to smell’ ngui nhut
‘leaf’ 14 lha?
‘tooth’

ran rh
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(3) Some initial nasal consonants in Wa are matched by voiced plosives in
Vietnamese.

Viethamese Wa
‘cattle’ bo | moi
‘axe’ bua moi
‘crawl’ bo mo

(4) Some initial fricatives in Wa are matched by affricates in Vietnamese.

Vietnamese Wa
‘dog’ ché sQ?
‘bird’ chi,m sim
‘cooked’ chin sin

In addition to the phonetic correspondences shown above, there are also
similarities in word cooccurrence patterns and in grammar:

(1) The two languages have similar words for ‘child’: Vietnamese con, Wa
kon. In both languages, when it is joined to another morpheme its meaning changes
to ‘young, little’.

Viethamese Wa
‘little bird’ con chim kon sim
‘pupil [little eye]’ con ngoi kon pai

(2) In both languages the noun modifier is put after the noun.

Viethamese Wa
‘tiled house’ nha ngoi nie? by
house tiled house tiled
‘red flower’ hoa lo tai rauh
flower red flower red

(3) Both languages have SVO word order.

you teach me Vietnamese anh day t6i
you teach me
Wa mai gaw ¥?

you teach me

he studies English ~ Vietnamese anh&dy hoc tiéng Anh
he study language English
Wa nph gaw lo? ka la pain

he study language foreign person white
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These phonetic and grammatical similarities would support the hypothesis
that Vietnamese is genetically affiliated with the Austroasiatic languages.
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